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Hurtigruten is the worldôs leading 

expedition cruise line. 

We have been polar pioneers for 

more than 125 years and operates 

in some of the most pristine ïbut 

also vulnerable areas in the world. 

One thing these destinations have 

in common, is the clear influence of 

global climate change.

Few companies, if any, experience 

climate change as óclose upô as we 

do, on a daily basis: Icebergs 

literally melting before our very 

eyes.



More and more communities are 

experiencing overtourism. There is 

room to grow in a sustainable way. 

To spread awareness, knowledge and 

expand guestsô horizons. The cruise 

industry needs to think carefully about 

how we, as visitors, are a part of the 

local economy and impacting the local 

communities. 

As our operations in vulnerable 

areas comes with a great 

responsibility, we want to leave a 

footprint we are proud of.

And this is howé



We are part of a very polluting 

industry. 

Daily emissions from one single 

cruise ship can be equivalent to 

13.000 diesel cars. 

As the worldôs greenest cruise 

line, we push for changes to 

improve the future cruise 

industry. 

We are expanding every year, 

both in ships and guest, but we 

are going green even faster. 



Å We use UN Sustainable 

Development Goals as a framework 

ïand a mission focused on 

innovation, technology, science and 

concrete measures.

Å Our business and operations directly 

and indirectly touch on many of the 17 

UN Sustainable Development Goals. 

Å Our sustainability ambitions are 

directly linked to goals:  

Á 9: Industry, innovation and 

infrastructure

Á 11: Sustainable cities and 

communities

Á 12: Responsible consumption 

and production

Á 13: Climate action

Á 14: Life below water 

Å This is where we believe we can 

have the most positive impact, for 

society as a whole and for our 

business, both now and in the 

future.
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innovation 

Strengthen 
coastline 

settlements

Help our 
guests enjoy a 

more 
environmentall

y friendly 
experience

Consciously 
work 

towards 
climate 
change 

mitigation

Conscious 
stewards 

of the 
oceans

MISSION
Provide safe, 

unique, active and 
sustainable 

travel 
experiences that 
create lifelong 

memories



Å Hurtigruten is the worldôs largest 

and leading expedition cruise line. 

Å By 2021, our eco-friendly fleet of 

17 ships, will reach 250 locations 

around the globe.

Å We are the largest expedition 

operator in both the Arctic and 

Antarctica. By the 2021 season, 

we will offer 31 voyages to 

Antarctica alone. 

Å We are the only year-round 

expedition cruise line along the 

Norwegian coast.Fleet



Å Hurtigrutenôs ultimate goal is to operate 

our ships completely emission free

thanks toHurtigrutenôs revolutionary 

hybrid powered ships.

Å We are also the first cruise line to replace 

engines on our existing ships with large 

battery packs and gas engines. The use 

of efficient gas engines alone will reduce 

CO2 emissions by more than 35 percent 

compared to other cruise operators. NOx 

emissions will be reduced by a whopping 

90 percent.

Å Hurtigruten is the first cruise company to 

run ships on climate-neutral liquefied 

biogas (LBG), taking advantage of a fuel 

made from organic waste that would 

otherwise be wasted. You wonôt notice it, 

but our ships will be sailing on the power 

made from the waste material of dead 

fish, agriculture and forestry. We will 

power our ships with nature. 

Hybrid-
Powered
expedition
Cruise 
Ships



Å This state-of-the-art vessel features new 

and environmentally sustainable hybrid 

technology that significantly reduces 

fuel consumption and hence emissions, 

with large battery packs to support her 

low-emission engines. The hybrid 

propulsion will reduce CO2 emissions 

with more than 20 % compared to other 

ships of the same size.

Å Our first hybrid-powered ship, MS Roald 

Amundsen, was introduced in 2019 and 

her sister ship, MS Fridtjof Nansen, is 

planned for the following year. They are 

the worldôs first hybrid-powered 

expedition cruise ships. 

Å We want to raise awareness about the 

important possibilities technology and 

innovation create. How we can - and 

must - change by taking large steps 

towards sustainability. 

MS Roald 
Amundsen



Å We are a part of the local communities 

we serve. Our goal is to develop, 

encourage and maintain sustainable all-

year activity, instead of flooding the 

valuable sites during peak season and 

leaving them quiet for the rest of the year. 

Å Hurtigruten contributes to the livelihoods 

and welfare of small coastal societies by 

engaging local competence when and 

where possible. Where possible, most of 

our goods and services come from 

local suppliers.

Å We are encouraging our contractors 

to focus on sustainable operations.

Å Hurtigruten Foundation is funded by 

onboard activities and donations, and 

focuses its efforts around three main 

pillars: Conserving the worldôs polar bear 

population, fighting against marine and 

plastic pollution, and running local and 

global projects in the areas Hurtigruten 

explores.

Communities



Å The impact from mass tourism is 

broad. We have all seen the images of 

beautiful fjords completely covered in 

thick black smog. Wildlife disturbed or 

even killed by guides without enough 

experience or sufficient knowledge to 

operate in vulnerable areas. 

Å One of Hurtigrutenôs most important 

goals is to fight the exploitation and 

degradation of sites, nature and local 

communities by mass tourism. 

Å We have capped the number of guests 

on our expedition cruise ships at a 

maximum of 530, and we recommend 

rules that restrict the size to well below 

1000 guests in vulnerable areas, such 

as in the Arctic. 

Å Hurtigruten is advocating rules and 

regulation limiting the number of 

guests allowed on shore in vulnerable 

areas. 

Mass 
tourism



Å On our Norwegian routes, about 80 

percent of the food and drink we serve 

comes from Norwegian suppliers and 

nearly half of this is delivered directly from 

local farms, fisheries and producers. This 

allows us to cut emissions to a minimum.

Å We have several hand picked menus on 

board. Among them, a delicious vegan 

menu, with healthy, sustainable choices. 

Å We only serve species approved by 

WWFôs Seafood Guide and we became 

MSC-certified in 2018. Ensure the well-

being of animals and the safe origin of 

other ingredients. 

Å By 2021 objective of reducing food waste 

by 20 percent. 

Å EAT Partnership.

Å One of the biggest players 

in locally sourced food in the Norwegian 

travel industry. 

Food 
and local
sourcing



Å Hurtigruten is a founding member of 

AECO (Association of Arctic Expedition 

Cruise Operators), an organization 

dedicated to managing responsible, 

environmentally friendly and safe tourism 

in the Arctic. We are also proud members 

of IAATO (International Association of 

Antarctica Tour Operators), that 

advocates for and promotes safe and 

environmentally-responsible travel to the 

Antarctic. A main focus of these 

organizations is to promote public 

awareness and concern for the 

conservation of the environment and its 

associated ecosystems. 

Å We explore wildlife with great respect: 

understand and constantly improve our 

knowledge of the wildlife. All guests are 

briefed and educated in local wildlife 

guidelines. 

Å Expedition Teams are hand-picked, 

trained and certified annually.

Wildlife



Science 
and 
Technology

Å Driving technology and innovation 

has helped us overcome every 

obstacle we have faced. Now climate 

change is the next huge challenge 

that must be overcome ïand we 

want to contribute to that.  

Å Hurtigruten cooperates with a number 

of technology-driven companies. 

From global players to local startups, 

Hurtigruten is determined to raise the 

standards and move borders. As we 

have done with the Norwegian startup 

Blueye Robotics, adding underwater 

drones ïand literally opening new 

horizons for our guests.    

Å We take part in enhancing the areas 

we sail in by contributing to citizen 

science. 



Plastic 
Å The fight against plastic pollution has 

been a focus for Hurtigruten for years. 

Operating in some of the worldôs most 

pristine areas, Hurtigruten is 

experiencing this devastating 

development firsthand; on beaches at 

Svalbard or in the waters of Antarctica.

Å Hurtigruten were the first major travel 

company to remove single-use plastic 

from all our ships, restaurants and 

hotels. 

Å We have also implemented stricter 

sustainability demands on our suppliers, 

challenging them to reduce or stop the 

use of single-use plastic. 

Å We are on track to reduce 32 tons each 

year. 

Å If the entire industry follows, we can 

save 4700 tons each year. 



Plastic 
Å Stringent policies regarding discharge 

into the sea. 

Å All waste on all our ships and hotels is 

sorted for recycling. Together with 

partners we work to install better 

sorting facilities on board and to 

ensure adequate infrastructure at key 

ports to collect and recycle waste from 

our operations. We also work to 

influence ports and authorities to 

provide better waste management.

Å Enhancing how we reduce, recycle 

and handle our waste.

Å Influence ports and authorities to 

provide better waste management.

Å Our crews and guests remove several 

metric tons of plastic and litter from 

shores.

Oceans 



Global ban 
on Heavy 
Fuel Oil

Å The industry must use the cleanest 

and as little fuel as possible.

Å Biogas - the cleanest fuel available. 

Å HFO is one of the worldôs 

dirtiest fuels.

Å We banned heavy fuel oil on all ships 

more than a decade ago. 

Å Letôs protect the Arctic and Norwegian 

coast! 

Å Campaign for a global ban on HFO. 


