
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marco Polo Best Practices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

General Information about the Program 
We encourage you not to inform your students too early about the Marco Polo Program. Ideally, an 
information session should be organized around 2 months following the Host School’s main intake. This will 
avoid having many students applying before changing their mind once they feel well settled in their Home 
School. 
 

Participant’s Information before the Program 
Host Schools are encouraged to send to participants about to arrive a pre-arrival information notice. Such 
information should ideally be sent within 2 months before the student’s arrival and include: relevant local 
regulations (visa, work permit, criminal offenses, etc.), the Host School’s org chart, students’ services, 
description of premises (ideally with pictures), the Host School’s rules and regulations, annual calendar, 
information related to students’ accommodation, internships, and any other useful information. 
 

Extra Fees 
Some Host Schools have introduced extra fees for Marco Polo students. This practice, albeit not encouraged, is 
tolerated. However, we require Host Schools charging extra fees to apply the same rates to students from all 
Vatel Schools. Differentiated rates based on the student’s Home School are not permitted. 
 

Welcome Session 
We recommend organizing a Welcome Event for your Marco Polo participants. A specific event can be 
organized provided your Host School welcomes several participants. If only one or two, we encourage you to 
highlight their presence towards other students, staff and teachers, during the normal orientation session that 
follows the Host School’s intake. 
 

Sponsors 
We remind you to assign two sponsors to every Marco Polo student: one in the Home School who will 
regularly update the Marco Polo student about the ongoing program in his/her Home School, another one in 
the Host School who will facilitate his/her integration. 
 

Home School Communication with Students 
We encourage Home Schools to keep regular communication with their students abroad. The minimum 
recommended communication pattern should be:  

- Within one week following the student’s arrival in his/her Host School, 
- By the end of the first term, 
- Within one month before the end of the school year, 
- Within one week following the internship’ start (if applicable), 
- By the end of the internship period. 

 

Exam Failure 
Marco Polo students must pass their exams according to the Host School rules and regulations. If a student 
fails to pass to the next year, he/she will have to repeat the school year in his/her Home School. In case of 
short miss, retake exams can be organized in coordination between the Host and Home Schools. Such 
exception requires the approval of Vatel’s Academic Director, Mr. Benjamin Garcia. 
 

Marco Polo Report 
Marco Polo students must write a report upon return to their Home School. It is the responsibility of the Home 
School to require such report from its students when they are back. The report should be communicated to 
the Host School and to Vatel’s International Network Director, Mr. Jeremie Rossignol. 


