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History Beckons at Mehrangarh 

by Taj Umaid Bhawan Palace, Jodhpur 
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MEHRANGARH FORT 

 

Rudyard Kipling once 
called it - ά! ǇŀƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
might have been built by 
the Titans and colored by 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǎǳƴΗέ 

 

Mehrangarh, meaning  
ΨŦƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΩ ǎƛǘǎ ƻƴ ŀ 
rocky hill that rises 400 

feet above the 
surrounding plain, and 

appears both to 
command and to meld 

with the landscape.  
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ά! ¢ŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ {ǇƭŜƴŘƛŘ tŀǎǘΗέ 

 

This concept originated out of the need to 
provide experiential luxury to our guests. 
LǘΩǎ a voyage through the rich cultural 

legacy of Jodhpur. 

One witnesses various cultural sides of 
Marwar, which reminds them of 

Mehrangarh as a keeper of heritage and 
prestige. 

The evening setting is where you will be 
filled with noble and earnest sense of 

hospitality. 

 

CONCEPT  



Umaid Bhawan Palace and Mehrangarh Fort, the two jewels in the 
crown of Jodhpur portray two different sides of the bygone era. An 
opulent palace from the 20th century where one gets to experience 
life in the Royal hues and the 14TH Century rustic fort that is 
imposing, invincible and yet holds a strange mesmerizing beauty 
that beckons one to explore the grandeur and power of Rajputs.  
 

The Taj is known to preserve and promote the ethnicity of India. 
This combined with rising needs of the uber luxury traveler created 
this experience.  
 

In the same spirit they fashioned this penultimate luxury 
experience exclusively for our Palace guests. 
 

These two prestigious sites, through their history and architectural 
splendor, are the most appropriate places to taste the spirit of 
music, dance and poetry, steeped in a sense of beauty, fulfilment 
and eternity.  
 

Affiliation between the Taj and the Mehrangarh trust has helped in 
promoting the local talent. 
 

This showcase of Rajasthani culture and heritage can be enjoyed 
exclusively as a dinner for two or a party of hundreds. 

 

 

INSPIRATION & ORIGIN      
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Mehrangarh Museum Trust 

Professional light consultants 

Folk Artists 

Musicians 

Sound technicians 

aŀƘŀǊŀƧŀΩǎ wƻȅŀƭ [ŀƴŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ .ŀƴŘ 

Local authorities 

Palanquin bearers 

Firework professionals 

 

 

 

THE PARTNERS  
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THE EXPERIENCE INCLUDES : 
 

× Royal band and Lancers line up to welcome with the traditional song 
άPadharo Mhare Deshέ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ άǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ƭŀƴŘέ 
 

×Pre-function cocktails are served at the entrance after which guests are 
led by drums and fanfare.  

 

×Elaborate procession to the ramparts  which showcases ancient 
traditions of Marwar in the colorful folk music and dance performances.  

 

×Curated Sunset Champagne tour by the fort historian. 
 

×!ŘƻǊƴ ǿƛǘƘ wƻȅŀƭ ǘǳǊōŀƴ ŀƴŘ άBandhaniέ ǎǘƻƭŜΦ 
 

×Exclusive dinner at the ramparts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 THE EXPERIENCE  



GHOOMAR  

Gets ƛǘǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ΨghoomnaΩΣ ǘƘŜ spinning which displays 
ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ ŎƻƭƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻǿƛƴƎ ΨghagharaΩ ƻŦ the 

Rajasthani women. 

KACHCHI GHODI 

Dancers wear novelty horse costumes and participate in 
mock fight. 

 



KALBELIA 

Their main occupation is catching snakes and trading 
snake venom, hence, the dance movements and the 
costumes bear a resemblance to that of a serpent. 

BHAWAI  

Female performer balances a number of earthen pots on 
her head as she dances nimbly, pirouetting and then 

swaying with the soles of her feet perched on the edge of 
the sword or on the rim of a brass thali. 



WAR DRUMS AND BUGLE 

Musical ensembles used to recreate the beats that were 
used for signaling units of war. 

GAIR 

The Gair dance is performed by groups of dancers moving in 
and out of a big circle with wooden stick in their hands. Men 
beat their sticks to create the beat when they turn, giving it 

a vital character and required tempo. 



KATHPUTLI 

Kathputli is a string puppet theatre. Tribes of Rajasthan have 
been performing this art from the ancient times and it has 
become an eternal part of Rajasthani culture and tradition. 

TERA TALI 

Folk dancers with cymbals in their hands and 13 other tied 
to different parts of their body to create beats in sync with 

hymns that are sung while performing this dance. 
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PALANQUINS  
 

hǊ άPalkhiέ ǿŜǊŜ a 
popular means of 

travel for royal and 
noble ladies up to the 
second quarter of the 

20th Century. The 
palkhi is now used for 

differently abled 
people who wish to 

experience the spirit of 
Rajasthan. 

The Fort also offers 
elevators to those with 
inability to ascend it on 

their own. 
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CHAMPAGNE TOUR  
 

Curated tour by Director and Historian 
Karni Singh Jasol, traces the evolution 

of royal identity in the kingdom of 
Marwar-Jodhpur from the 17th 
century to the establishment of 

independence, presenting the area as 
ŀ ƳƛŎǊƻŎƻǎƳ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊƛƭȅ 

vibrant culture. 

The Period rooms of Mehrangarh with 
remarkable interiors offer a glimpse 

into the bygone eras. These room were 
built by the different rulers of Marwar 

during their time and keeps one 
mesmerized and asking for more.  
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DINNER AT RAMPART 

Sundowner and dinner on the rampart with the view 
of the blue city on one side and performance with the 

fort as a backdrop on the other! 

The Mehrangarh Fort is the highest dining point 
where one has an option to customize the menu. 
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Enjoy different courses of  dinner at various architectural courtyards 
and ramparts.  
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While certain costs are fixed in nature such as, 
the annual contract with the Mehrangarh 

Museum Trust for the use of their premises , 
area upkeep charges, professional lighting and 

sound fee and licenses; some are variable 
depending on the selection and magnitude of 
the elements chosen to deliver the experience. 
This allows us to have a tiered pricing model  to 

cater to varied audience while retaining the 
desired profitability. 

 

The experience can be curated ranging from 
USD 10000 for a couple to USD 75000 for a 
private party depending on the number of 

guests and elements chosen. 
 

A proposed profit and loss statement prior to 
the event  and a materialized P&L statement 
post the event is used to judge the financial 

success of the individual experiences. Annually a 
P&L for all experiences at the fort collated for 

assessment. 
EVALUATION  
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FINANCIALS  

Year Revenue 
(Euros) 

Revenue  
(USD) 

15-16 355777 415649 

16-17 469963 549050 

17-18 596426 696884 

The revenue showed a growth of 67.6 % 
over last 3 years. 

The profits from this experience alone have 
gone up by 72% in the last two years. 
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GUEST COMMENTS  

Umaid Bhawan Palace has 95%  Net 
Promoter Score retaining its No. 1 

position in the organization.  
 

Feedback is collected post every 
experience to assess the satisfaction.  

 
άLƴ this world of globalization, young 

travelers like us are interested in 
learning more about the heritage and 
traditions of the region. Mehrangarh 
created an unforgettable experience 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǳǎ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 
 

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŜǾŜǊΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ 
nice to see that the local artists were 

given a professional platform to 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳΦέ  

 
άWŀǿ ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜέ 
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ACCOLADES  

 

Ranked #1 Hotel in India, #2 in Asia and #3 in the World   

¢ǊƛǇ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊǎΩ /ƘƻƛŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘǎ нлму 
 

× Amongst Top 25 Best Hotels in the World ς Trip Advisor ς ¢ǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊǎΩ Choice Awards 2017 

× Amongst top 50 best hotels in the world ς Conde Nast Readers' Choice Awards 2017 

× The 25 Most Wish ςListed Destinations of 2017 - Conde Nast Traveller  US 

× Amongst top 20 best hotels in India - Conde Nast Readers' Choice Awards 2017  

× !ǎƛŀΩǎ .Ŝǎǘ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ IƻǘŜƭ - World Boutique Hotels Awards 2017 

× Most Preferred Hotel of the Year 2017 - Times National Marketing Excellence Awards 

× Best Five Star Hotel in Asia - !ǎƛŀΩǎ aƻǎǘ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŘ .ǊŀƴŘ !ǿŀǊŘ нлмт   

× LƴŘƛŀΩǎ bƻΦ м .ǊŀƴŘ !ǿŀǊŘ нлмт  

× !ǎƛŀΩǎ .Ŝǎǘ ²ŜƭƭƴŜǎǎ {Ǉŀ ōȅ ²ƻǊƭŘ .ƻǳǘƛǉǳŜ IƻǘŜƭǎ !ǿŀǊŘǎ нлмт 

× Best Palace Hotel -World Luxury Hotel Awards 2017 

× The 25 Most Wish Listed Destinations of 2017 - Conde Nast Traveler  US  

× Ranked #1 Hotel in the World - Trip Advisor -  ¢ǊŀǾŜƭƭŜǊǎΩ /ƘƻƛŎŜ !ǿŀǊŘǎ нлмс 

 

 

 

 


